Ethical and legal aspects of the emergency management of brain death and organ retrieval.
Patients brought to an emergency room with profound brain damage can be determined to be unsalvageable but usually cannot be declared brain dead. Most such patients should be admitted to the hospital for physiologic support and formal brain death determination. There are ethical and legal justifications, discussed in this article, for physicians to encourage the families of such patients to consent for them to be organ and tissue donors.